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A New York couple
lead a honey of a S O

life in their perfectly

designed timber

frame home.

Situated on an ecotone between a
forest with a private gorge and a large
hay field, the modern farmhouse
specializes in connecting spaces.
Landscaping is simple, relying on na-
ture’s wildflowers, forest, mature apple
trees and Larry’s beehives. Entertain-
ment comes in the form of the bees,
deer, raccoons and other wild visitors.

idden in plain sight to-
ward the back end of a
bucolic, 11-acre parcel
sits a timber frame
home with enduring
style and inner
strength. The owner,
Larry, is a beekeeper with an annual
honey harvest around 200 pounds. His
bees enjoy an idyllic life. They are also
symbolic of Larry and his wife, Nancy’s,
agrarian-styled home, Honeycomb,
the structure in which a colony lives,
is designed for efficiency, strength and
functionality. Yet for all its modesty,
honeycoinb radiates a soothing elegance
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The connected open space on the 1,200-
square-foot main level is filled with din-
ing, living and kitchen areas. The Douglas
fir posts and timbered ceilings establish a
sense of contentment and comfort while the
abundant natural light gives it levity and
space to breathe. The kitchen’s perimeter
counters are capped with Corian while the
center island is topped with silky maple.
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in its design. Larry and Nancy’s home
occupies a similar sweet spot.

Created by New Energy Works’
design-build manager and architect,
Ty Allen, the 2,000-square-foot home
marks the transition between a hard-
wood forest and hay fields just outside
of Ithaca, New York. Retirees Nancy
and Larry were not interested in a
voluminous space with busy trusses.
What they wanted was a rural timber
home that connected the interior living
zones and the home’s relationship to
surrounding environment,

Generous windows let Larry and
Nancy watch over the fields from inside
or they can take their chservations

outdoors to the covered patio while
relaxing in regionally appropriate Ad-
irondack chairs. Conversely, the double
French doors to the left of the dining
table lead to a gorgeous 12-by-18-foot
screened-in porch that pushes into the
forest’s edge. Back here, the land drops
into one of the Finger Lakes’ famed
geological features: a small glen cut
with a musical creek dotted with small
waterfalls. “You can listen to it from
the porch. It's a natural water feature,”
Nancy says.

For years the couple lived in a reno-
vated barn filled with beams and wood
ceilings giving them a strong sense of
place. “We wanted a timber frame in a
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rural space. It represents who we are,
Larry shares.

Ty designed a modem-day farm-
house with a mountain home flair
whose design style drew from a fra-
dition of functionality. “A common
interpretation of modern farmhouse is
black windows and white siding,” the
architect explains. “This home nods to
its agrarian roots in a different way.”

The home is built with traditional
wood-in-wood peg joinery. The main
level with a master suite provides
human-scaled spaciousness without ex-
aggerating volume. The ceiling and trim
work are Douglas fir finished with Watco
Danish oil to highlight the wood's purest
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colors. Red birch floors unite the down-
stairs spaces along with the upstairs
hallway and one upstairs bedroom (the
other two are carpeted),

Gray-toned features, like the Corian
countertops and stained island base
softly define the kitchen area. Cabinets
were crafted in New York State by Can-
dlelight Cabinetry, also in a red birch.
The island is topped with maple, which
has proven to be perfect for Nancy’s
breadmaking.

The downstairs exudes the solid
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strength of a timber frame. Overhead, a
pattern of exposed, structural, upstairs
timber floor joists and beam lines
resemble a type of rustic, coffered ceil-
ing. Interior posts are embellished with
diagonal knee braces that add a bamn-
like touch. The upstairs loft space has
exposed beams with vaulted ceilings.
Outside, the post design is replicated
down a walkway from the patio fulfill-
ing Nancy and Larry’s wish for a wrap-
around porch but in a more simplified
format. The piilars are wrapped in the
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opposite While not structurally
necessary anymore, diagonal knee
braces on interior posts are part
of an aesthetic that connects to

the history of timber framing.

This design is carried through the
exterior posts.

above The downstairs master suite
has barn doors to the bathreom, red
birch floors and a Douglas fir ceiling.
The master bathroom features a pie
cupboard that New Energy Works
accounted for in the home design.
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SQUARE FOOTAGE

2,000

BEDROOMS

3

BATHS

2 full, 1 half

TIMBER PROVIDER/DESIGNER
NEW ENERGY WORKS

newenergyworks.com
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NANCY AND RUSSELL'S
°

€ ~n expansive 12-b18-ootscreened-in porch creates an immersive
forest experience and lets homeowners, Nancy and Russell enjoy the sounds
of waterfalls in the adjacent small gorge.

©) The 800-square-foot upper level is tailor macle for guests. The steep gabled
roof and insulation panels allowed for 2 loft style with Douglas fir beams, Upstairs,
crisp white walls complement the natural, oiled wood,

€ The upstairs guest bath carries the loft-like vaulted ceiling a treetop views
of the forest, Charcoal gray bath tiles extend the color palette carried over
from the exterior and kitchen area.

@ Soaring, voluminous space can be found outside in the covered patio with a
timeless king-post truss. There is ample space to relax in the patio’s Adirondack
chairs and cook on the Big Green Egg smoker grill,

same Pennsylvania bluestone that com-
prises the walkway. Traditional board-
and-batten siding is hemlock with a
solid gray stain. The unpainted Douglas
fir ceilings along the exterior patio cover
and walkway carry the gray and natural
wood color schematic,

Ty oriented the house to maximize
southern exposure, even positioning
the exterior overhangs to boost shade
in the surnmer and heat in the win-
ter. Geothermal heating also contributes
to maintaining a comfy interior tem-
perature, The steep gabled roofline with

two separate dormers add dimension to
the farmhouse profile, while the roof’s
structurally insulated panels regulate
temperatures. Sandwich panels al-
low for the vaulted spaces upstairs. A
free-standing gas fireplace in the living
room makes things extra cozy during
New York’s long, frigid winters.
Between the tight insulation and
private location, there is no need
for window coverings. The unclut-
tered simplicity of the interior lets
Nancy's antiques, like the bird's-eye
maple dining table, blanket chest TV

stand and pie cupboard in the master
bathroom, amplify the home's tradi-
tional aesthetic.

“I love this home,” says Ty. “I like
the scale and its connection to the past.
Nancy and Larry didn't feel the need to
design a showpiece. The house is about
them and their values. It's something
different and special, reflecting their
quiet and peaceful approach to life.”

“We absolutely loved working with
New Energy Works,” Nancy says. “Every
day we say something about how happy
we are here.”
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